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Statement by Member for Mirrabooka 

MS J.M. FREEMAN (Mirrabooka) [12.50 pm]: I would like to reflect on the passing of Hon Joan Kirner, AC, 
who passed away on 1 June 2015. Yesterday, on 24 June, Australia celebrated five years of creating history, 
when Julia Gillard became the first woman Prime Minister of Australia. Without the leadership of women like 
Joan Kirner, it is unlikely that would have been the case. Joan Kirner became the forty-second Premier of 
Victoria in 1990—eight years after entering Parliament as the member for Melbourne West. She was the second 
woman Premier in Australia, and the first and only female Premier of Victoria. She established lasting legacies 
such as Landcare and the promotion of educational access for children with disabilities and other educational 
achievements, as well as governing the state of Victoria in controversial and difficult times. Her dedication to 
increasing female representation in public office and supporting women in the community led her, with others, to 
establish EMILY’s List Australia. After quitting politics in 1994, her involvement in the community did not end 
as she participated in a wide number of boards and community activism. 

Her greatest legacy, though, is in her and other women in the Labor Party’s achievement of affirmative action 
rules in 1994, when as deputy president and then ALP president she oversaw their introduction at the national 
conference. They were a 10-year goal-setting agenda so that the party could mentor, develop and identify women 
of merit. Most importantly, as Joan knew, AA has changed and continues to change the culture of the party to be 
one of inclusion and diversity. To suggest that affirmative action does not result in women being of equal merit 
to men in this and other chambers of Parliament is false and does a disservice to the memory of a great woman 
whose life was cut short by illness but her contribution will be everlasting. Rest in peace, Joan. 
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